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Reading
Session 1

Read this article to find out how coral reefs are like busy cities. Then answer the questions that follow.

Living Colors of a Coral Reef
by Ruth A. Musgrave

Coral reefs are found near many islands in
warm, shallow seas around the world. These
colorful, rocky ridges look like dazzling
underwater rainbows—but they work like
busy cities. There are homes, schools, places
to eat, gardens—even tourists!

Coral reefs are made up of—coral. Coral
may look like an exotic flower, but it’s really
a living, breathing animal. The fat petals are
tentacles. The center of the “flower” is the
coral’s mouth. Tiny stingers in the tentacles
protect the coral and catch food.

At night, when they are safe from hungry fish, many
corals stretch out their colorful tentacles to feed.

Many corals are soft on the inside but have
a hard outer covering called an exoskeleton.
When these corals die, their exoskeletons are
left behind to become part of the reef. A coral
reef is built up of many layers of exoskeletons
covered by a thin layer of living coral. It takes
hundreds of years to build up a coral reef, and
some are thousands of miles long!

All great cities have great food. In a coral
reef, squid, clams, and other sea creatures eat
and are eaten. Big fish eat small fish. At night,
corals feed on little fish and tiny plants and
animals called plankton.

You can even find little gardens in a coral
reef. Damselfish eat a slimy green stuff called
algae. They could hunt around for meals, but
some damselfish find and protect their own
tiny algae gardens.

Many coral reef fishes travel in schools, or large
groups, for safety. As the group twists and turns
through the sea, predators have trouble choosing
which fish to chase. The bright colors and patterns
help animals hide in the colorful corals.

Every interesting city has tourists, and the
reef is no exception. Visitors include sharks,
sea turtles, sea snakes, and people. People? It’s
true. The vivid colors and amazing animals
make coral reefs popular places for human
sightseers. In fact, you can find more different
kinds of plants and animals in a coral reef
than almost anywhere else on Earth!
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But people need to be considerate visitors. To learn more about the coral reef, see the IMAX film
delicate. It is important to protect coral reefs coralfilm.com.
around the world, to help these underwater
cities thrive for years to come.
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22. Why do people like to visit coral reefs? Explain your answer by using information from the
article.

Scoring Guide

Score Description
4 Student gives a well-developed explanation of why people like to visit coral reefs. Response
includes relevant information from the article to help explain the answer.
3 Student gives a general explanation of why people like to visit coral reefs, but answer lacks
some supporting information.
) Student explains in a limited way why people like to visit coral reefs, using little or no support
from the article.
1 Response gives a personal opinion with no support or a vague/minimal answer to the question.
0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank | No response.

Some reasons why people like to visit coral reefs based on information in the article:

e (oral reefs are beautiful to look at; you can see many vivid colors and amazing animals.

e You can see many different kinds of plants and animals.

e There are many different things that can be learned: how corals eat, how coral reefs are formed,
how a variety of sea creatures live and survive.

e Corals are colorful and interesting creatures: they look like flowers, use tentacles to feed, leave
behind an exoskeleton to form part of the reef.
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Score Point 4
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Thorough explanation using specific and relevant details about why people like to visit coral reefs.
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Score Point 4

Sample 2
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Thorough explanation using specific and relevant details about why people like to visit coral reefs.

MontCAS, Phase 2 - Criterion-Referenced Test (CRT) - Reading, Grade 3




Score Point 3
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General explanation using some detail about why people like to visit coral reefs.
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Score Point 3

Sample 2
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General explanation using some detail about why people like to visit coral reefs.
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Score Point 2

Sample 1
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Limited explanation, some detail about why people like to visit coral reefs.
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Score Point 2

Sample 2
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Limited explanation, some detail about why people like to visit coral reefs.
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Score Point 1

Sample 1
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Minimal response about coral reefs.
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Minimal response about coral reefs.
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Score Point 0

Sample 1
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Irrelevant, does not address the prompt.

Score Point 0

Sample 2
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Irrelevant, does not address the prompt.
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Reading
Session 3

This story takes place in a native Alaskan village in 1948. Miss Agnes, a new teacher,
has arrived in the village. Read what happens and then answer the questions that follow.

The Year of Miss Agnes
by Kirkpatrick Hill

Students read a selection titled “The Year of Miss Agnes” and then answered questions that followed. Due to
copyright restrictions, the passage cannot be released to the public over the Internet. For more information,

see the copyright citation below.

Excerpt from The Year of Miss Agnes by Kirkpatrick Hill. Published by Aladdin Paperbacks. Copyright © 2000 by
Kirkpatrick Hill.
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67. Do you think Miss Agnes will be a good teacher? Use details from the story to explain your
answer.

Scoring Guide

Score Description
4 Response thoroughly explains why Miss Agnes will or will not be a good teacher. Response
uses specific and relevant information from the story as support.
3 Response generally explains why Miss Agnes will or will not be a good teacher. Response
lacks some specificity or relevance.
) Response partially explains why Miss Agnes will or will not be a good teacher. Response uses
weak or limited information from the article and may contain some misunderstandings.
1 Response attempts an explanation based on personal opinion or shows a minimal/vague
understanding of the article.
0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank | No response.

Will Miss Agnes be a good teacher?
She will be a good teacher because:

e She takes time to explain things to the girls (where England is, why she talks differently.)
e She treats the girls with respect, or like they are “grown women” and offers them tea.
e She is a hard worker and knows how to get the girls to work hard too.

She will NOT be a good teacher because:

e She treats the girls like they are grown ups instead of her students.
e She is rude—and puts the girls to work without asking their names.
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Score Point 4

Sample 1

1 £hmk m&q Ag)nas w\“ J’)P_' i 9noc£ +aarc,/1(°/‘

b@’ff‘ﬁ.ugg_ she was Sm&I‘hLSII\e Was c!{#eren'f.
She  was  nice s She s strong.She acted  ike

she. W dS o weez but Shcted tedc her.
She icded ke o goqﬂ (EhsliSL ln@r‘mn.SLn
octed like she hew a lot.She o Xplen;l
she  was E hg/ssi\ and %e/\/ we /¢ ﬁﬂ‘(/i/IS}Z.TL}&

_chlden  thet she  was  veny 4ou-('\90m3 . She

Q)(Dlmh(’& ‘o 'i’l\em \/QY"V l.kA l;’ ‘qux“' ‘Hne\/

b()”\ We ¢ (Lha\\sh lu'l‘ l’\o’f' +ho &JA%‘ZASH
r!’\@, dmirer\ ‘H«O'f' /h'&S Adh&‘o Wks_é%y_

_m__e‘__b_emy she _4readed +lm» [iKe < Buh
nk they like het She 1S very

@PJ WOI‘/\:H&.

Thorough explanation using specific and relevant support about why Miss Agnes will be a good teacher.
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Score Point 4
Sample 2
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Thorough explanation using specific and relevant support about why Miss Agnes will be a good teacher.
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Score Point 3

Sample 1
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General explanation lacking some specifics and relevance about why Miss Agnes will not be a good teacher.
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Score Point 3

Sample 2
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General explanation lacking some specifics about why Miss Agnes will be a good teacher.
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Score Point 2

Sample 1
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Partial explanation, limited support for points mentioned regarding why Miss Agnes will be a good teacher.
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Partial explanation, limited support for points mentioned regarding why Miss Agnes will be a good teacher.
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Score Point 1

Sample 1
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Minimal explanation about Miss Agnes.
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Minimal explanation about Miss Agnes.
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Score Point 0
Sample 1
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No support from text to back up yes response.

Score Point 0
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